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Research Proposal Structure for PhD Applicants 

 
Guidelines for Proposal Preparation: 
 
Formatting Guidelines: 

• Please use a standard font (e.g., Times New Roman, Arial) with a font size 
of 12. 

• Maintain a 1.5 or double-line spacing throughout the proposal. 
• Set the margins to 1 inch (2.54 cm) on all sides. 
• Follow the APA or MLA, etc.. for formatting headings, subheadings, and 

citations. 
 
Word Count: 

• The proposal should be between 2500-3000 words in length. 
• Please note that the word count should exclude the references. 

 
Submission Requirements: 

• Upload your proposal electronically as a PDF or Word document. 
• The deadline for submission is same as your other application materials 

 
Please ensure that you carefully follow these guidelines to ensure your proposal 
meets the specified formatting, word count, and submission requirements. 
 
 

I. Title: 
• Provide a clear and concise title that reflects the essence of your research 

project. 
 

II. Introduction: 
• Provide an overview of the research problem or topic you intend to investigate. 
• Present the significance and relevance of the research, highlighting its 

potential contributions to the field. 
• Outline the research objectives and questions that you aim to address. 

 
continued… 
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III. Literature Review: 
• Summarize the existing body of knowledge and relevant literature related to 

your research topic. 
• Identify the existing gaps, limitations, or unresolved issues in the literature. 
• Demonstrate your understanding of the key theories, concepts, and 

methodologies relevant to your research. 
 

IV. Research Methodology: 
• Describe the research methodology and approach you plan to use. 
• Explain why this methodology is appropriate for addressing your research 

questions. 
• Provide details on data collection methods, data analysis techniques, and any 

necessary tools or equipment. 
 

V. Research Plan and Timeline: 
• Present a detailed plan outlining the various stages and activities of your 

research. 
• Break down your research into smaller tasks or milestones, indicating the 

estimated timeframes for completion. 
• Include a Gantt chart or timeline to visually represent your research plan. 

 
VI. Expected Outcomes: 

• Describe the anticipated results and outcomes of your research. 
• Discuss how your findings may contribute to knowledge advancement or 

practical applications in the field. 
• Highlight any potential challenges or risks and propose strategies to mitigate 

them. 
 

VII. Ethical Considerations: 
• Discuss any ethical considerations associated with your research, such as data 

privacy, participant consent, or potential risks. 
• Explain how you plan to address these ethical concerns and ensure the ethical 

integrity of your research. 
 

VIII. Resources: 
• Provide a list of resources and facilities you will require to conduct your 

research effectively. 
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• Identify any collaborations, partnerships, or access to specific databases, 
archives, or equipment. 

 
IX. References: 

• Include a comprehensive list of the references cited in your proposal following 
the appropriate citation style (e.g., APA, MLA). 

 
. 
 
 
 
 
 


